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Family Support: An Analysis on Formation Mechanism of High Bridal Price in Rural Youth Marriage
Chen Qiupan Wang Haiping Kang Liying
(College of Education, Capital Normal University; School of Education, Open University of China;
Family Education Research Center, Capital Normal University)

Abstract: A survey of S Village in H City, Shandong Province found that the forms of bride price in rural
areas are increasingly diverse and the amount is increasing year by year, exceeding the income of normal families
by dozens of times. On the basis of Bourdieu’ s sociological theory of practice, it is found that family support has
become the motive mechanism and guarantee mechanism of high bride price in rural youth marriage. First of all,
family support, as one of the important values for rural youth marriage, has certain restrictions on the area where
the marriage object is located. In a certain area of intermarriage, the regional disparity caused by gender imbalance
and the transformation of bride price as capital symbols is the dynamic mechanism for the formation of high bride
price. Secondly, the social connection maintained by the distribution of the bride price and the symbolic dominant
power has promoted the reproduction of social relations, which made family support the obligatory result of the
distribution of the bride price and made the paying party the right party, becoming an important guarantee for the
formation of the high bride price.

Key words: Rural Youth; High Bride Price; Formation Mechanism; Family Support; Practical Theory
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