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Co-building the Grand Canal Cultural and Educational Belt Guided by Jing—jin—ji Collaboration

ZHANG Shaogang
(The Open University of China, Beijing 100039)

Abstract: The Grand Canal in China is not only a world cultural heritage, but also a value belt for the balanced
development of towns and villages along the canal. Under the sub—consciousness of “drawing boundaries and
creating separate spaces”, the perseverance, exploit and use of the heritage show “cultural enclaves” of different
sizes. Taking the Grand Canal culture as the mainline, we should take all towns and villages alongside as a
system, and collaborate with all sectors to co—build and share with each other under one blueprint. Guided by
culture and education and Jing—jin—ji collaboration, we should facilitate the balanced development between towns
and villages. In terms of education, we should explore future path and pave the way for digital transformation era.
On the stage of educational digitalization 2.0, we should innovate educational mode and build “the Open
University of Canal Culture” both substantially and virtually, build the integration among online and offline
learning, experience, development and social service, and link the 8 areas of “travel of cultural and creative
industry in production, academy, research and business”. We should gather high quality resource of government,
institutes, enterprises and third—party social organizations, etc. and take “three measures” on learning through
“five initiatives”, build disciplinary system, practical bases, multi —media resource library and research and
teaching camp with canal characteristics. With the help of the services purchased by the government of the Grand
Canal cultural and educational activities on promoting the balanced development of towns and villages, we
facilitate the balanced development of towns and villages linked by “the Grand Canal cultural and educational
belt”. Instead of outshining others, we make full blooms on every town and village.

Key words: Jing—jin—ji collaboration; the Grand Canal; cultural education; open university; the Belt and Road; rural

vitalization



