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A Comparative Study on Policies and Regulations of
Open Universities: Taking the UK the US Japan and China as Examples

WANG Xiang=xu JIANG Yidu
(Institute of Lifelong Learning The Open University of China Beijing 100039 China)

[Abstract]In the process of the establishment and development of Open Universities all over the world the policies and regula—

tions play a decisive role which not only provide theoretical basis and action guide for the establishment and development of Open Uni—

versities but also determine their development direction and success or failure. Through the comparative study of the policies and regu—

lations in relation to Open Universities of the UK the US Japan and China it can be found that under the restriction and influence of

the policies and regulations the Open Universities in the four countries have different characteristics in terms of construction mode le—

gal status educational autonomy and degree granting right and show different development trends. This paper puts forward some policy

suggestions

such as perfecting the superior legal system needed for the development of Open Universities in China formulating special

laws to ensure the status and autonomy of Open Universities increasing policy support and ensuring the source of funds for Open Uni—

versities.
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