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On the Three Aspects Concerning Aesthetic Orientation

of Richard Rorty's Ethical Thoughts
HAO Ertao',HAN Liping’

(1.School of Literature and Journalism, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105,China;
2.Department of Discipline and Inspection, The Open University of China, Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract:The aesthetic orientation of Rorty's ethical thought can be understood from three aspects. Firstly,
from the perspective of western aesthetic history, the aesthetic orientation of Rorty's ethical thought is the
re—integration of aesthetics and ethics in the post-modern era; secondly, from the perspective of aesthetic
discipline, the aesthetic orientation of Rorty's ethical thought is the inevitable requirement of equal dialogue and
integration of Chinese and Western aesthetic disciplines; Thirdly, from the perspective of the practical needs of
aesthetic theory, the aesthetic orientation of Rorty's ethical thought is the need for western aesthetic theory to
maintain a balance among sensibility, social reality ethics and individual survival and keep its vitality. This is of
fundamental significance to the accurate aesthetic orientation of Rorty's ethical thought.

Key words:ethics; aesthetics; postmodernism; history of western aesthetics; Richard Rorty
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