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Exploration and Implications of Course Design and Development of the Open University UK

Hou Songyan, Wang Ran, Cheng Gang
(The Open University of China, Beijing 100039)

Abstract: The course resource construction of the Open University UK (OUUK) has always been the concern of
the academic circles of open distance education. Its experience of course resource construction can provide
reference and implications for that of open universities in China. The course design and development of OUUK
must follow the advice and instructions of Quality Assurance Agency in the UK. Course design and development
in OUUK should be jointly completed by academic team and production team, and should also follow specified
procedures, which generally go through five stages: namely opportunity evaluation, working out business plan,
course specification, post—pilot evaluation, and life span evaluation. When designing and developing new courses,
the production team usually needs to consider relevant elements such as course learning objectives, course level,
course length, degree of student support services, evaluation and course life cycle.
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