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A Social Survey on the Characteristics of English Learning of the Elderly
— Taking Wenzhou Elderly University as an Example

Bai Qingxue
(Wenzhou City University, Wenzhou Zhejiang 325000)

Abstract: With the development of social education for the elderly, English has become a popular course in elderly
education. As a special educated group, elderly learners have shown great enthusiasm and uniqueness in English
learning. Taking Wenzhou Elderly University as an example, the survey shows that the English foundation, learning
motivation, learning needs, learning methods and learning effects of the elderly learners are different. Therefore, the
English classroom teaching in the elderly universities should be based on the English learning characteristics and
patterns of elderly learners to set curriculum contents and teaching activities for problem and doubt solving and
carry out teaching activities according to learners’ aptitude, so as to explore a suitable way of English learning for
the elderly.

Key words: elderly university; English; survey; teaching approach

(B35 18 )

Application to Quality Benchmarking System of Open and Distance Education
— Taking ACODE as a Case

Hou Songyan
(The Open University of China, Beijing 100039)

Abstract: All public universities have implemented open and online education in Australia. For assuring
teaching quality, a third party agency ACODE is deployed to set up quality assurance benchmarking system apart
from government and higher education institutions with an aim of guaranteeing the equal quality and status of
open and distance education and traditional education. The benchmarking system is composed of 6 parts, and
covers 8 areas, which can be used to evaluate both institutions and individuals. To analyze its connotation and
practice can provide enlightenment and reference for the improvement of the quality assurance system of open
and distance education in China.

Key words: Australia; open and distance education; online education; technology —assisted learning; quality
benchmarking system
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