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Comparative Study of the Open Universities of China and UK

CHANG Hui-min
(School of Education, the Open University of China, Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract: After decades of development, the Open University of UK has been one of the most success-

ful models among open universities all around the world. The comparative study with the Open University

of UK finds some problems existing in the Open University of China, including legislative deficiency, dis-

advantages in education level and the direction of development. It is suggested that the national open uni-

versity focus on the following aspects: improving the legislative system of distance education, enhancing fi-

nancial and some matching support; developing step-type education, focusing on graduate education; pay-

ing attention to the practicality and functionality of the national open education.

Key words: the Open University of China; the Open University of UK; comparative study; develop-

ment suggestion



