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Analysis and Enlightenment of Characteristics and Operation Mechanism

of the Open Universities Australia

HOU Songyan
(The Open University of China, Beijing 100039)

Abstract: Distance education in Australia has a long history of more than 100 years, regarded as a pioneer in

this area. Dual -model and blended delivery in traditional higher education institutions are the main features.

There is no single Open University in Australia though, the Open Universities Australia is a special one in higher

education environment, and has became the largest online higher education institution in Australia since 2016.

Though called the Open Universities Australia, it can not issue higher education awards, and how does it operate?

This article explores the nature and operation mechanism of the OUA from the aspect of the national law,

regulations of the Ministry of Education and Training of the federal government and the OUA itself, with an aim

of presenting its uniqueness and providing best practice for China.
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