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An Analysis of the Deep Integration of Information Technology and Education from the

Perspective of Open Universities
SU Hong, YUAN Songhe

Abstract: The comprehensive fusion of information technology and education is not only an important part of
the China’s National Plan for Medium—and Long—Term Education Reform and Development, but also a core issue to
be discussed in the process of education informatization. Distance education is a particular education form
integrated with technology. Therefore, to deeply analyze the basic knowledge and framework of the fusion of
technology and education from the perspective of distance education institutions, especially of open universities, is
helpful to grasp the future development. The key idea or purpose of the fusion is to enhance learners’ learning
experience and balance three factors, including the scale, the cost and the quality of the education institutions. The
two outcomes of fusion are the high—quality teaching and the learning software and systematic software design. The
fusion effect is the innovation of the teaching and learning mode and the operation mode. The fundamental
framework of the fusion in distance education consists of two aspects: the function system of platform, and the
position and management of technical teams. The important trend in future of fusion is ubiquitous learning, in which
the primary thing is mobile learning. To promote mobile learning, three aspects including user demand, progress
roadmap and promotion policy should be considered, and only when the synergy between these three aspects,
ubiquitous learning and lifelong learning can be achieve.
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