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Higher Education Reform and Sustainable Development of Open Universities: The En-—
lightenment from Four European Open Universities

Wang Xiangxu/The Open University of China

Abstract: The wide application of Internet technology the vigorous development of OER and MOOCs and ordinary colleges and
universities and enterprises swarming in the online education have brought great opportunities and serious challenges to Open U-
niversities all over the world. It has become a common issue facing by Open Universities about how to deal with the reform of high—
er education and realize sustainable development. Based on the analysis of the basic information of the open universities in four
European countries ( namely Britain Spain Germany and Portugal) and their current situation this paper summarizes the impor—
tant thoughts and views of the presidents of the four open universities on the reform of higher education and the sustainable devel—
opment of open universities including the transformation trends of higher education MOOCs and its future development competi—
tion and cooperation in distance higher education etc. It also analyzes the development strategies of the four open universities in—
cluding the problems and challenges faced by them respectively and their strategies and future visions in response the sustainable
development and internationalization and the views on the true or the false of Open Universities in order to bring some enlighten—
ments to Open Universities in China in the process of their development and decision making.
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